AWCC
NEWSLETTER
THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR FAMILIES & COMMUNITY

Director's News
by Tamara Fallon

Jingeri AWCC families,

Inside the July
Issue:
Director's News - 1
Community News - 2
Junior Kindy Update - 3
Kindergarten Update - 4

Important Dates:
Recycle Man Show - Wednesday
3rd August at 9.30am
Pajama Day - Friday 5th August
Uncle Allan - Wednesday 10th
August
Yoga with Nathan - Wed 17th
and 31st Aug
Kindergarten Library Visit Monday 26th August

A huge THANK YOU to all our families and our amazing
parent management committee on a successful Bunnings
sausage sizzle fundraiser. Thank you for your generous
donations of goods and your precious time. It has been
wonderful to witness our little community pull together to
make it happen. We raised $2400! This will be going towards
staff professional development. At Albert Waterways, we
believe continuous staff professional development is a vital
part of keeping up to date in the childcare industry, and
furthering Educator's knowledge and skills.
I wish to extend another big THANK YOU to Hills and Yoko for
all of their hard work teaching the children about 'Tanabata',
the Japanese Star Festival. Hills and Yoko planned many
activities and experiences throughout the day. These
included: writing our wish and placing it on the bamboo tree;
decorating our own Uchiwa, (Traditional Japanese fan); and
learning a Japanese fan dance. Hills and Yoko also played
their flute and harp for us, which was so special. We are so
lucky to have such talented staff at Albert Waterways. Thank
you for sharing your culture and traditions with us, not just on
this special day, but everyday.
On Friday the 5th of August, we will be holding our annual
Pajama Party day. We encourage all the children come
dressed in the pj's for the day. We will share a morning tea of
pancakes and warm Milo.
Nikki and I are starting to plan for next year. In the coming
month, we will be sending out a JotForm requesting your
child's care arrangements for 2023.
We are now requesting our quarterly fundraising fee, please
keep an eye out in your child's pocket for this info.

'Recycle Man' is coming to
AWCC!
Wednesday 3rd of August
at 9.30 am
Come along and learn
some fun recycling tips!
All welcome
The Recycle Man show is a show not to be missed. The recycle man will educate children on
the importance of recycling and on-going sustainability. Practicing sustainability
empowers children to construct knowledge, explore values and develop appreciation on
the environment.

Pajama Day
Friday 5th August
Come dressed in your best
bed time attire!
Add a little bit of body text

Happy & Healthy Hints from the AWCC Kitchen
This month’s recipe is yummy - Apricot Chicken. At Kindy, we
eat this one with rice and steamed veggies.
Apricot chicken

Preheat oven to 180 degrees.
1 kg Chicken fillets
Cut chicken into small pieces.
1 can apricot nectar
Whisk apricot nectar and french
1 packet french onion soup onion soup mix together in the
rice to serve
saucepan until it comes to a boil,.
add chicken to saucepan for a few
minutes, then pour into a oven dish
and cook for 30 minutes until cooked
through. Once cooked enjoy with rice
and steamed veggies. .

Junior Kindy Update
Hello families,
We had lots happening this month, firstly we acknowledged and celebrated NAIDOC Week
from 3rd to 10th July. This year’s theme was "Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!" Educators
provided a variety of experiences to celebrate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island cultures
and histories. Educator’s have been teaching the children some counting in Yugambeh
language, we also explored dot painting, Aboriginal symbols, music, and dreamtime stories
together. You may have also noticed our amazing under the sea hallway, we took on the 'Sea
of Fish' challenge with the children making many different fish to create awareness for
Torres Strait Island perspectives.
Our latest show was our very special Lucas Proudfoot. Lucas has been coming to Albert
Waterways for quite a few years now to present his 'Circular Rhythm' cultural show. Lucas is
so very talented and loves to share his family history along with his musical talent. Lucas
provides a full hour of active fun with lots of singing and dancing. Lucas Proudfoot is a
member of the Tweed coast Aboriginal and Islander community and loves to share his rich
cultural heritage and background through story telling and music.
On the 7th of July we celebrated “Tanabata”. Tanabata, also known as the star festival, is
celebrated in Japan and is based on the legendary meeting of two stars “Orihime” and
“Hikoboshi”, which are represented by Vega and Altair. Hills and Yoko celebrated this
tradition wearing traditional dress called Yukata. We also made Uchiwa, a Japanese
traditional fan, and learnt some traditional folk dancing. Hills and Yoko also played some
songs on their flute and harp for us. As part of the celebration, it is a custom to write wishes
on coloured strips of paper called Tanzaku, and hang these wishes up on bamboo. Both
children and Educators enjoyed taking part in this tradition. Thanks Hills and Yoko for
sharing.
You may have also noticed a new face in Junior Kindy - a big, warm welcome to Ruth. You
will see Ruth in both Junior Kindy and Kindergarten. Ruth has a wonderful bubbly
personality. The children are already warming up to Ruth’s lovely friendly face and are
enjoying spending time getting to know her and building trusting relationships. Please feel
free to say hello and introduce yourself.
Our new home corner 'the supermarket' has been very popular, with many children
especially enjoying using the trolleys and cash registers. If you have any empty food
containers, please add them to our shelves. We have started using this play space as a way
to start talking about 'healthy' and 'sometimes foods' and will be learning more about this
over the coming weeks.
Thank you for reading, your Junior Kindy team!

words from our little
people
TULLY, 3 YRS 11 MONTHS

The children in Kindergarten were talking
with Miss Nati about what they want to
be when they grow up. Tully said "I want
to be a flower. I want to be a pink flower.
I want to be a very pretty, pink flower".

August Free Choice Friday Charity

'Hearts of Purple'
This is Paula's charity of choice. Hearts of Purple was
founded to end the cycle of domestic violence and
create a happy and safe household for families.
Please give generously.

Kindergarten Update
Hello Kindergarten Families,
At the beginning of Term 3, we explore a letter of the alphabet each week. By providing play-based
activities about that letter, we aim to develop an awareness of the relationship between letters and
sounds and explore our children’s love of literacy. We may explore each letter’s sound and how to write
each letter. Naming letters gives children the correct labels for talking about letters or groups of notes.
We will provide many opportunities for learning about letters, characters, and shapes through play and
experiences such as singing the alphabet song, sharing alphabet videos and audiobooks, playing with
magnetic letters, etc.
We also provide opportunities for learning about phonics through dramatic play, drawing attention to
the sounds in children’s names or when engaging in conversation and reading, or finding their name or
through a morning sign-in sheet. During these kinds of activities, our children are all learning at their
own pace, where they feel comfortable and where their interests are. We continually support each
child’s needs and extend their interests during their time here.
Providing pens and paper everywhere allows children to scribble or draw and move their pencils to
create different shapes, which will help them to form their letters once they are ready.
NAIDOC WEEK
From the 4th until the 8th of July, we commemorated NAIDOC week in the Kindergarten room. NAIDOC
week is when we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people's history, culture, and
achievements. During this week, we celebrated these cultures through various activities and learning
experiences, scaffolding the children’s learning of the cultures and guiding them towards
understanding and developing respect for diversity.
Show and Tell Presentation
We have begun our show and tell presentation in our room. Show and tell is a fun way for the children
to share their unique storybooks and gives them the confidence to speak in front of the class. The
children are engaging very well and showing enthusiasm for being part of this experience. We have
seen some great stories shared already!
Preparation for ‘Big School’
We have had a couple of parents come and ask us if I think their child will be ready for school next year.
There are a few things that we look at, not just an interest in literacy and numeracy. We look at the
child’s emotional development, social skills, communication, receptive and expressive language, and
comprehension, such as whether they can follow instructions and understand what we are asking. Do
they have those positive dispositions towards learning, such as showing interest and concentration,
and are they curious? Are they confident individuals, and do they persevere when something becomes
tricky? These dispositions are what make a confident and capable learner. We still have a good five
months until the beginning of their Prep year, and a lot can change between now and then. If you have
any concerns or questions about your child’s readiness for school, please feel free to come and speak
with us. We are always here to listen and support you in your decisions.
New areas in our room
Children choice
Every child was encouraged to vote independently for what they would like to see in their “home
corner”. During the second week of July, we have been working on creating a new corner in the room.
After all the voting was complete, we counted the votes together, and the winning home corner idea
was “Dress-Up”. We love planning according to the children’s current interests and giving them a
chance to vote and have a say about their learning environment.
Lost Property
We would like to briefly mention our collection of lost property is piling up in our room. Take a look to
see if anything belongs to you. We ask that you label all your child’s clothing. This will ensure they all
make it back to the correct owners. Also please provide a couple of complete sets of spare clothes in
your child’s bag. If your child has played in the sandpit or is wet, they need warm clothes to get
changed into.
Thanks so much, your Kindergarten team x

