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JULY NEWSLETTER   

 

 
 

DIRECTOR’S NEWS 
What a wonderful morning was had by all at our RAP (Reconciliation Action Plan) party.  We are 
especially grateful to Nathan our resident yoga teacher for taking everyone through a fun class – 
lots of laughs and giggles!  We also are thankful to Bunnings who came along and planted herbs 
and vegetables with the children and for their wonderful donation of plants and soil to the Centre 
(Tamara, Lesley and the children have already stocked up the gardens).   
 
Uncle Allan came along and led a very interesting “Yarning Circle” which was joined in by many 
parents and staff.  Uncle Allan shared some wonderful local culture and many parents were 
pleased to meet him and get an insight to Uncle Allan’s monthly visits to the Centre.   
 
A special mention to Nikki who headed up our RAP writing group and the team for their efforts.  If 
you don’t know about our RAP – it is a live document that expands and changes as the Centre 
does.  It is all about embracing our local Aboriginal culture and embedding it into our everyday 
here at the Centre.  Our goal is for the next generation to value, respect and learn from the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.  We also aim for there to be acceptance of each 
other no matter who you are, where you are from or what you believe.    Remember we are all 
special and we all bring something special with us into this life☺   
 
Are you ready to DANCE!!! We are so excited as our annual DISCO is Friday 23rd August at 6pm.  
Get your boogie on and come and enjoy a fun evening with the whole family!  You are most 
welcome to bring your friends and their children also. 
 
Raffle tickets will be distributed this week (in your pockets in the hallway)– please sell lots and lots 
because we are going to have some really wonderful prizes to win.  There will be tickets available 
on the night if you miss out. 
 
We have already had some great donations for the raffle – so please keep them coming in!   If you 
know anybody who has contacts for more major prizes such as hotel accommodation, 
theatre/movie passes, restaurant vouchers, theme park tickets etc we would love these as prizes!   
We appreciate anything you have to contribute.  The basket is by the front door, however if you 
have something more precious please hand to the office or room staff.  Wine, champagne, 6 packs 
of beer are great donations if you are not sure what to bring.  Other great ideas are chocolates, 
children’s toys, toiletries and gift vouchers.  
 
A reminder to all families that if you are keen to see how your child is progressing here at the 
Centre, you can ask to see your child’s Digital Portfolio anytime.  This is a display of slides about 
your child and a collection of photos that have been taken of them.  All families will be given their 
child’s digital portfolio at the end of the year, however if you are keen, do not hesitate to ask an 
educator.  
 
As we move into a new financial year, please be aware that there may be slight variations to your 
CCS (Child Care Subsidy) payments.  However, if you notice something more significant, then 
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please check your My Gov account as the CCS office may have made changes.  We will endeavour 
to help where we can, but we are limited to what we are able to see in our system. 
 
Thanks Tash 

 

  
 

 
To celebrate National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s day 

 
Circular Rhythm 
Lucas Proudfoot 

 
A fantastic musician sharing his Aboriginal Culture  

 
Tuesday 6th August 2019  

at 10am 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
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This month we are asking you to share some of your child’s favourite recipes with us.  We 
endeavor to create wholesome and nourishing food that represents a broad spectrum of tastes, 
colours and cultures.  If you have a recipe you are happy to share with us, please either bring it 
along to the Centre or email it to Tash at director@albertwaterwayscc.org.au  
 
In particular we are looking for dessert dishes that contain minimal sugar and lots of yummy 
goodness!   
 
Thanks in advance            Natasha and Tracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy and healthy hints… 
 
From… 
         AWCC Kitchen 

 
 

Please come along and support our major fund raiser for the year: 
our Annual  

 

DISCO  
Friday 23rd August   

 6pm – 7.30pm 
 

Gold coin donation on entry. 
Fantastic Raffle Prizes to be won. 

Glow Products, sausage sizzle, drinks and deserts for sale! 
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Kindergarten Room Report 

 
This month we celebrated NAIDOC week (National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance Committee) 
with the 2019 theme being “Voice, Treaty, Truth”.   The Kindergarten children participated in many great 

activities that highlighted our Indigenous cultures. They learnt about the meaning of the colours and 
symbols in the Aboriginal flag - Black – represents the Aboriginal people of Australia. Yellow circle 
– represents the Sun, the giver of life and protector. Red – represents the red earth, the red ochre 
used in ceremonies and Aboriginal peoples' spiritual relation to the land. They also looked at the 
Aboriginal Symbols that are used to convey messages, to tell stories and also used in painting and 
art.  The children enjoyed painting the faces of our dolls – all set for a ceremony and Tash told a 
Dreaming story using felts that had the children very interested.  The week culminated with our 
RAP (Reconciliation Action Party) on Saturday.  A huge thanks to those who attended, I’m sure you 
enjoyed it very much as we did. 
   

As we are now in the second half of the year we will be exploring more literacy and numeracy 
activities. These will be provided in a play-based way that allows each child to work at their own 
pace.  Activities such as art, songs, games, table top activities, crafts and even play with dough will 
form these learning opportunities.   As well as this we will be looking at three new letters of the 
alphabet each week, this will include Auslan Sign.  We will be exploring the sound each letter 
makes and how each letter is formed (using the Queensland font) for it.  Writing at this stage is 
simply to be explored at their own pace.  Providing pens and paper everywhere allows children to 
scribble or draw and moving their pencil to create different shapes which will help them to form 
their letters once they are ready.  Watch this space as we are sure that your children will enjoy 
these new learning experiences. If you would like to discuss your child’s readiness for school at any 
time, please speak with Lesley or Tash.   
 

This term we will also be taking a much closer look at our sign language and learning at least three 
signs per week.  Our aim is for all the children to be able to sign to the educators and to each 
other.  By doing this, children with all varying language abilities will be able to communicate using 
sign with their hands and to be able to form friendships with each other.  Please encourage your 
child to teach you any signs they know and help them to use them in the home environment also.    
 

Due to last months wet weather we were unable to go to the library. We are really hoping that we 
will be able to go on Wednesday 31st of July as the library is having a special story time to 
celebrate the 20th birthday of the book ‘The Gruffalo’. We would like least two more parent 
helpers for this excursion. If you think that you might be able to come along as a parent helper, 
please let one of the educators know in the Kindergarten room. If you haven’t already picked up a 
library card for your child, could you please have one ready for the following library visit on the 
Thursday 22nd August.  
 

Our Kindergarten children continue to enjoy Nathan’s Yoga class each fortnight. Here the children 
learn to use different muscles in their body, they are encouraged to listen and follow directions, 
and relax their minds and bodies through meditation. Each fortnight the class get a little longer 
and more advanced, while challenging their children gross motor skills.  
 
A big thank you to Amy Crozier (Fletcher’s wonderful Mummy) for the very generous donation of 
art paper. We just treasure such wonderful resources. 
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A final reminder to please include a jumper or jacket for the cooler weather as the afternoons can 
sometimes be quite chilly.  Thanks for reading – The Kindergarten team. 

 
 
Junior Kindy Room Report 
This month, we celebrated NAIDOC Week (National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee) with the 2019 theme being, ‘Voice, Treaty, Truth’.  NAIDOC Week celebrates the 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We celebrate in 
many different ways at Kindy; through art, craft, storytelling, music and dance. Our centre has 
many resources and our Educators are very knowledgeable when planning activities and 
experiences to enhance each child’s learning around this topic. We planned a wonderful range of 
Aboriginal style artwork throughout the week, using earthy colours and natural materials. Karen 
used the morning art time to encourage the children to recreate parts of two quite well known 
Dreaming stories, ‘Tiddalick the frog’ and ‘How the birds got their colours’.  At group time, we had 
many discussions about similarities and differences between people and how we are all unique in 
so many ways. The younger children showed some understanding of the celebration and certainly 
enjoyed all of the fun activities and experiences planned.  
 
As a part of our NAIDOC Celebrations, we baked some Damper and cooked with some of our ‘Bush 
Tucker’. The children and Educators ventured out front to explore the Bush Tucker Garden. We 
watered it and explored what has grown. We are waiting on most of the trees and shrubs to fruit 
and flower, but we could use the lemon myrtle leaves to make some tea. The children enjoyed 
crushing the leaves and smelling their beautiful lemony scent. We popped some boiled water, a tsp 
honey, lemon myrtle leaves and lime juice into a teapot. We had a little tea party at the lunch 
table, complete with real china tea cups! After lunch, our damper was ready, so we all sat together 
on the mat to have a try. A fun couple of days exploring some different recipes and tasting some of 
our fresh bush tucker. 
 
How much fun was PJ Day?! It’s the Junior Kindy Educators’ favourite day! Who doesn’t love 
coming to work in your PJ’s on such a chilly morning! All the children had so much fun - they just 
love to share anything from home, so PJ day was the perfect day to share their favourite night time 
attire with their friends. We had a lovely comfy day and enjoyed a morning tea of warm Milo and 
pancakes. Thanks Trace for cooking enough pancakes for all ☺ This day is special, as the children 
gain a real sense of ‘home’ in their Kindy environment. They can wear something they would only 
wear at home, into the centre. It certainly makes them feel comfortable, happy and cosy in their 
care setting.  
 
Tamara has been working with each child to create a placemat for the lunch table. They created an 
individual piece of art, Tamara placed their photo and name on and then laminated it ready for 
lunch time. The children are really enjoying the role of setting the table and deciding where they 
will sit. The placemats give each child a sense of belonging at the table and they are having so 
much fun finding their place. Each child’s name is typed in QLD font and some children are starting 
to recognise their names or some letters of their name from this simple addition to our lunch 
routine. 
 
We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to Stella’s family for the donation of the slide. The 
children are having so much fun on it, the younger children can also manage to climb up and have 
a go. It will definitely be much loved here. Thanks so much Teek, Chris and Stella! 
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The afternoons are rather chilly of late. Please ensure that there are ample warm clothes in your 
child’s bag, including a couple of pairs of socks, pants and at least one warm jumper. 
  
The annual Albert Waterways Disco is fast approaching! (Friday 23rd August) This is such a fun 
night for the kids (and adults!). We have a lot planned: A DJ Dance party, sausage sizzle, drinks, icy 
poles, dessert stall and glow sticks for sale. This is a major fundraiser for our centre, so please 
come along for a fun night and show your support.  We can’t wait!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Save the day 
 

A reminder to all Dad’s and 
Granddad’s 

 

Father’s Day Celebrations 

are scheduled for Thursday 
29th August at 11am 

 
 
 
 
 

August’s free choice Friday charity is 
Animal Welfare League 

This is Tamara’s choice of charity. 
Please give generously. 

 


